
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

MONTHLY MARKET MONITORING BULLETIN 
Issue Number: 42                                                                                                                                                    January: 2019 

FAO-EFRLP and MOPIC -FSTS Market Bulletin- January, 2019, Issue No. 42                                Page 
1 

 
 

Food Security Technical Secretariat   

Ministry of Planning 

& International Cooperation 

Background 
Monthly Market Monitoring Bulletin is produced by the Food Security 
Technical Secretariat (FSTS) of the Ministry of Planning and International 
Cooperation (MoPIC) in partnership with the EFRLP Programme of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the UN funded by the 
European Union (EU). 
 
The market price data and information is collected from thirteen (13) EFRLP 

Programme targeted Governorates through the Governorate Focal Units (GFU) 

and Food Security Technical Secretariat (FSTS) in Sanaôa City. Retail prices 

are monitored and collected from the following Governorates: Abyan, Aden, Ad-

Dale, Al Baidha, Dhamar, Hadramout, Hajjah, Hodeida, Ibb, Lahej, Sanaôa City, 

Shabwah, and Taiz. The prices are collected on weekly basis from at least 

three (3) representative market centers in both Main cities and Rural markets 

and the average is calculated for each location. The market-monitoring bulletin 

provides tables and charts that show the monthly prices and trends and allow 

the users to compare the current prices with the previous month and the pre-

crisis average prices of February 2015. The district level markets are selected 

based on their representation the overall market price situation and dynamics in 

the governorate. Representative markets are selected based on their 

importance to capture locally produced commodities and linkages with the city 

markets. The second important aspect is to capture the supply chain of 

imported commodities prices reaching the rural areas and price differences.  

 

Key Highlights 
 

 Globally: The FAO Food Price Index* (FFPI) averaged 164.8 points in January  2019, up almost 3 points (1.8 percent) from December 2018 but still 3.7 points 

(2.2 percent) below the corresponding month last year. The FAO Cereal Price Index averaged 168.1 points in January, up marginally from December and almost 

11.5 points (7.3 percent) above its January 2018 level. Wheat export prices were generally higher in January compared to December. However, the benchmark US 

wheat (No.2 Hard Red Winter, f.o.b.) averaged USD 238 per ton, slightly down from its level in December, but still up 4 percent from the corresponding month last 

year. (FPMA ï FAO 12/102/2019). 

 
 Food and Non-food Supply and Availability:  During the reporting period, Ad-Dale governorate is the most affected governorates in terms of the supply and 

availability of basic food commodities. Supply and availability of imported basic food commodities in the rest governorates is relatively stable. This is harvesting 

season for the local Maize and Millet in the coastal areas of the Arabian Sea AE Zone while it is the time for land preparation in the highlands (Northern, Southern, 

and Central AEZs). Local wheat and barley are scarcely available across the most of the targeted governorates due to the limited cultivated area as well as poor 

production. Supply and availability of fuel materials (mainly Petrol and Diesel) was stable across the governorates, while the shortages of cooking gas continued in 

many of the markets. In general, quantity and seasonality of local production, time of sowing (demands for seeds), food preference, and transportation cost are the 

major factors that influence the availability as well as prices fluctuation of local products of cereals under both rural and city markets. 

 Imported Food Commodities: The grain prices continued to decline in some markets and remained stable in others. Compared to the previous month (December 

2018), and apart from Wheat Flour and Non-Basmati Rice, which have slightly increased between 2 and 3%, the national monthly average price of the other key 

staples in January 2019 continued with price decline trends. This trend is mainly attributed to the arrival of new harvest supplies on markets and stable import and 

availability of the commodities in the market. Comparing the current prices with the corresponding month last year (January 2018), the prices of these imported 

commodities have increased significantly. Wheat flour prices recorded the highest increase of 35% followed by Wheat grains by 27%, Non-Basmati rice by 24% and 

Sugar by 7%.  

 Fuel Commodities: According to OCHA1 commodity tracker, in December 2018, commercial food imports were the lowest ever since the start of UNVIM 
operations in July 2016 while fuel imports reached the highest levels since August 2017. The currency exchange of Yemeni Rial (YR) against the USD has 
improved during the past two months. As a result, the price of fuel, mainly Petrol and Diesel, continued to witness gradual price decrease. Since November 2018 
until January 2019, the cumulative average percentage reduction reached 40% in the northern governorates and 58% in the Southern governorates. The price of 
Petrol and Diesel in January 2019 further decreased and sold by 345 YR/lt and 410 YR/lt respectively. Accordingly, the national price average dropped by 10% for 
Diesel, 15% for Petrol and by 7% for cooking gas.  
 

                                                                 
1 Commodity Tracker ( as of 7 January 2019 ) OCHA 
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Exchange Rate: Compared to the first two weeks of the reporting month, the last two weeks, recorded rapid daily changes across the targeted monitored governorates. 
The un-official exchange rate of YR against the USD depreciated from 512 YR/USD to 536 YR/USD recording 22% increase with the official rate (440 YR/USD- 
December 2018). Individually, Abyan Governorate reported the highest exchange rate 548 YR /USD, while Aden City recorded the lowest - 526 YR/USD. Overall, the 
national monthly average reached 548 YR/USD with an increase of 5% compared to the previous month (December 2018) and by 16% comparing to the corresponding 
month last year (January 2018). The following 3 months average graph shows the exchange rate during November 2018 was the highest while it has dropped in 
December and again increasing with a lowest rate during January 2019. This will of course is reflecting, with small trend, on the market price of different commodities as 
traders are always speculating and follow the currency exchange values in the financial market.  

  

 
 
 

 Imported commodities: At the time of reporting, price of all monitored imported food commodities were higher in the rural markets of Hajjah by nearly 20.8% for Non-Basmati 
Rice, 13.2% for the locally processed cooking oil, by 7.3% for Wheat flour and by between 3 and 4% for the rest. Under normal market systems, the prices of imported 
commodities show high price in the rural market compared to the main capital cities of the governorates. However, the trend is not the same across all districts and 
governorates. It varies due to various factors such as proximity to the main ports and supply routes including informal market networks, integration and synergy with other 
markets networks and including the humanitarian assistance programs, which could influence the price variability between rural and urban market centers.   

 Locally produced cereals: During January 2019, the average retail prices of locally produced cereals almost followed the same price trends of the imported ones. Compared 
to the previous month (December 2018), national average price went up by 5.65% for Millet and by less than 2% for Maize. At the same time, average prices of Sorghum 
dropped by 1.08% and by less than 1% for Barley. Comparing current prices to the corresponding month last year (January 2018), the prices have increased significantly by 
59% for Millet, followed by 44% for Sorghum, 45% for Maize and by 39% for Barley. Price comparison and differences between cities and rural markets revealed that, the 
prices of locally produced cereals mainly Sorghum, Millet and Maize in the main cities was higher by 10.8%, 5% and by 3.6% respectively compared to the rural retail market 
prices. This show the rural producers supply the city markets with the key locally consumed cereals, which is an important synergy and functions between the two market 
systems. It is also important to note that, the locally produced products of cereals and vegetables are traded in other governorates rural and urban markets where the particular 
crop is not produced. As a result, their prices could show price difference in the rural area of the governorates and districts where that particular crop is not locally produced.  

Table 1: Comparison of Main cities and Rural  market average Retail Price (YR/Kg) in January 2019 compared to December 2018 and pre-crisis 

Imported Commodities 

Commodities Main Cities Market 
 

Percentage Change Rural Markets Percentage differences of prices in Main city Markets 
(MC) Vs the Rural Markets (RM)((MC-RM)               

/RM)*100% January December Pre-crises January 

Wheat grains 255.38 -0.81% 109.18% 249.82 2.2% 
 

Wheat flour 290.00 2.25% 103.99% 288.91 0.4% 

Sugar 306.23 -0.18% 60.40% 304.18 0.7% 

Non ð Basmati rice 407.00 3.14% 89.60% 400.73 1.6% 

Locally produced vegetable cooking oil 721.38 -0.55% 102.26% 647.00 11.5% 

Locally Produced Cereals 

Sorghum 449.69 -1.08% 120.53% 405.90 10.8% 

Millet 476.38 5.65% 141.51% 453.50 5.0% 

Maize 465.75 1.54% 137.43% 449.78 3.6% 

Barley 443.64 -0.85% 174.19% 450.80 -1.6% 

 

                       National retail prices for Imported and locally produced cereals - Main cities and rural markets 
 Average Prices of locally Produced Cereals 
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Trends of retail market prices for both imported and locally produced cereals in main cities since 2015 
 
 

    
 

Cost of Minimum/ Survival Food Basket for 7 persons per month - trends since pre-crisis 
 

 At the time of reporting, and at national level, the average cost of minimum/survival food basket2 during January 2019 was estimated at (37,483 YR) with a slight price 
increase of 2% compared to the previous month (December 2018)ô prices and by 40% when compared to the corresponding month (January 2018). Since escalation 
of the conflict, the minimum survival of the food basket cost has increased significantly by 116% compared to the pre- crises era (Feb 2015). Despite the recent 
improvement of the exchange rate of the local currency compared to the past two months, the minimum food basket price is still showing an increasing rate and trend 
which is a concern to the food security of million vulnerable households due to their poor income and purchasing power that compromises their economic access to 
food.  

 

 
 

 

 
 During January 2019, fuel materials had witnessed better supply and availability under both capital cities and rural area markets. Never the less, the prices followed the same 

trend of the previous month (December 2018).The retail price of Petrol and Diesel further adjusted as of 21January 2019. Official retail price in the Northern governorates 
decreased from 575 YR / Liter to 345 YR / Liter for Petrol and from 580 YR / Liter to 410 YR/Liter for Diesel. On the other hand, retail prices of these two commodities is still the 
same in the Southern governorates and remained stable as of December 2018 (275 YR /Lt. for Petrol & 290 YR / Lt. for Diesel). However, it should be mentioned here that, the 
governorate level prices of the two fuel commodities varies depending on distances and significant portion of the commodities are traded in the parallel markets. 

                                                                 
2 Composition of Yemen minimum/Survival food basket for 7 persons per month (Prepared and adopted by FSAC partners) = 75kgs Wheat Flour, 10kg dry weight Beans (Red kidney of Faba beans), 8-liter Vegetable oil 

(mostly imported), 2.5 kg Sugar and 1kg Iodized salt 

 

FUEL COMMODITIES - main Cities and Rural markets retail prices 
 

116 % 
higher than 

Feb 2015 
cost 
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 This availability and prices of fuel commodities, would contribute positively to the other economic sectors and production systems including agriculture and water 

supply for human consumption. Generally, transportation means, security situation and distances from supply sources, are the dominant factors controlling the price 
differences between rural and main city markets. In January 2019, this fact showed an overall increased price trends under the rural market context compared to the 
main cities markets by 25%. At governorate level, the rural price increased between 3 and 6% for Diesel in the governorates of Hodeidah, Hajjah, Dhamar, 
Hadramout, Lahej, Ad-Dale and Abyan compared to December 2018. Similarly, price differences for Petrol, were recorded in most of the governorates. The highest 
price was reported in the rural market of Abyan 11% higher than the prices in the city market outlets. Similar increase was registered in Hajjah (5%) and by 4% in Ad-
Dale, while there was no difference between rural and urban price of Ibb governorate. 

 

 
 

 Compared to the previous month, in January 2019, and due to the ease of Marib ï Sanaôa road blockage, there was an improvement in the supply and availability of 
cooking gas in the local markets of most governorates. The monthly average prices of cooking gas unchanged in January 2019 and remained as of December 2018 
in the main cities of Sana óa , Ad-Dale and Abyan. While, it showed a wide variation among the rural markets of most governorates. The differences recorded higher 
increase by 62% in Hajjah, 49% in Ibb, 31% in Abyan, 24% in Hodeidah, 20% in Hadramout, and by 12% in Dhamar. 
 

 Price differences of cooking gas are very difficult to ascertain, as there are variation in the weight of gas cylinders- some are 11lit, 13lit and others are 18-20lit. 
Despite the cooking gas being supplied from in country production sources, the difficulty of transporting to the different remote and inaccessible areas makes the 
prices expensive in particular to the rural area markets. The official company price of cooking gas, which is distributed through community leaders in Northern 
governorates, is 2100 YR per 11 Lt cylinder, while the commercial agents distribute the same with 3100 YR/11 Lt cylinder. At the same time, scarcity of the product in 
different time and markets give opportunity for the different actors to manipulate the prices. As a result, the parallel market price of 18-20 kg cylinder gas was above 
5000 YR in Hodeidah, Dhamar, Taiz and Ibb.   

 

 

Table 2: Average retail prices main cities of Diesel, Petrol and Cooking gas in January 2019 and % change  with previous month and Pre-crisis) 

Items Month Sanaa 
city 

Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Aden Ibb Al  
Baidha 

Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

Diesel Januaru019 419 428 419 428 250 299 342 291 402 408 310 308 323 

Deceber018 -8.9% -9.5% -8.9% -7.0% -3.8% 4.9% -18.0% -34.8% -11.1% NA -2.5% -0.96% -3.3% 

Pre-crisis 179.3% 185.3% 179.3% 185.3% 66.7% 99.3% 128.0% 94.0% 168.0% NA 106.7% 105.3% 115.3% 

Petrol 
YR/Lt 

Januaru019 351 358 351 358 253 275 342 286 356 358 296 279 321 

Deceber018 -14.2% -16.0% -15.4% -13.7% -5.6% -9.2% -21.9% -18.8% -21.4% -15.0% -15.4% -17.0% -8.3% 

Pre-crisis 134.0% 138.7% 134.0% 138.7% 68.7% 83.3% 128.0% 90.7% 137.3% 138.7% 97.3% 86.0% 114.0% 

Cookin
g gas 
YR/18-
20 Kg 

Januaru019 3100 4231 3000 5167 1808 4450 5417 3418 3208 3500 2000 2500 2500 

Deceber018 0.0% -3.7% -6.3% -23.9% -8.1% -11.0% -6.3% -2.3% -11.5% 16.7% -9.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Pre-crisis 47.6% 182.1% 29.0% 244.5% 20.5% NA 116.7% 139.9% 66.6% 51.3% 10.3% 29.9% 75.4% 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

MONTHLY MARKET MONITORING BULLETIN 
Issue Number: 42                                                                                                                                                    January: 2019 

FAO-EFRLP and MOPIC -FSTS Market Bulletin- January, 2019, Issue No. 42                                Page 
5 

 
 

Food Security Technical Secretariat   

Ministry of Planning 

& International Cooperation 

 
 

 
 
 

Table 3: Percentage differences in Fuel commodity prices in Main city markets and rural markets in January 2019 

Items Markets Sanaõa City Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Aden Ibb Al Baidha Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

Diesel 
YR/LT 

Main City 419 428 419 428 250 299 342 291 402 408 310 308 323 

Rural  431 425 433 257 316 331  400 398 303 319 342 

Differences  -1% -1% -1% -3% -5% 3%  1% 3% 2% -3% -6% 

Petrol 
YR/Lt 

Main City 351 358 351 358 253 275 342 286 356 358 296 279 321 

Rural  368 369 363 251 277 328  356 360 293 291 360 

Differences  -3% -5% -1% 1% -1% 4%  0% -1% 1% -4% -11% 

Cooking 
gas 

YR/18-
20 Kg 

Main City 3100 4231 2200 5167 1808 4450 5417 3418 3208 3500 2000 2500 2500 

Rural  5583 5792 5900 2267 3967 5134  5717 3539 2113 2500 3633 

Differences  -24% -62% -12% -20% 12% 6%  -44% -1% -5% 0% -31% 
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Table 4: Average price of locally produced cereals (YR/Kg ) in Main city markets in January 2019  and % change with the previous month and pre-crisis 
prices 

Commodit Month 
Governorates 

Sanaõa City Hodeida H a j j ah Dhamar Hadramout L a h ej T a i z A d e n I b b Al Baidha Shabwa Ad-Dale A b y an 

Sorghum 

Januaru019 373 377 338 278 433 500 500 463 421 550 513 500 600 

Deceber018 8.7% -8.5% 1.5% 11.6% 0.0% NA 0.0% -4.5% -1.9% 10.9% -3.2% -16.7% 0.0% 

Pre-crisis 107.2% 196.9% 98.8% 54.4% 73.2% NA 150.0% 110.5% 105.4% 161.9% 123.0% 108.3% 155.3% 

Millet 

Januaru019 354 343 350 600 433 600 400 500 442 573 548 450 600 

Deceber018 9.6% -10.4% 2.3% NA 0.0% NA 8.4% -4.8% 3.0% 19.1% -4.7% -10.0% 0.0% 

Pre-crisis 108.2% 170.1% 105.9% 200.0% 154.7% NA 100.0% 127.3% 121.0% 143.8% 174.0% 91.5% 150.0% 

Maize 

Januaru019 378 450 475 357 500 NA 400 478 413 619 450 550 519 

Deceber018 5.6% -12.3% 0.8% 8.8% 7.1% NA 3.1% -6.1% 6.4% 12.1% 11.1% -8.3% -1.1% 

Pre-crisis 122.4% 254.3% 163.9% 110.0% 177.8% NA 100.0% 107.8% 101.5% 169.1% 122.8% 144.4% 120.9% 

Barley 

Januaru019 396 600 383 350 350 500 354 572 417 608  350  

Deceber018 41.4% -17.2% 3.2% 24.6% 0.0% 0.0% 1.1% -0.5% -11.5% 17.1% NA -30.0% NA 

Pre-crisis 182.9% 361.5% 155.3% 118.8% 94.4% NA 136.0% NA 131.7% 220.0% -100.0% 105.9% NA 

 
 Sorghum: At the time of reporting (January 2019) and compared to the previous month, availability and supply of Sorghum in most of the monitored local markets 

improved. Accordingly, it was available in Lahej, and average prices remained unchanged in Hadramout, Taiz and Abyan. Sorghum retail price increased in Dhamar by 
11.6% and by nearly 11% in Al Baidha. At the same time, it dropped in five of the targeted governorates. Highest decrease was recorded in Ad-Dale by 16.7%, 
followed by 8.5% in Hodeidah and by less than 5% in Aden and Shabwah. Retail price ranged from 278 YR/KG in Dhamar to 600 YR/KG in Abyan. The current retail 
prices when compared to the pre-crises are still much higher by above 195% in Hodeidah, above 150% in both Taiz and Abyan and Taiz and by above 100% in Aden, 
Ad-Dale, Ibb and Sanaôa City. 

 
 Millet:  During January, Millet was continued to be unavailable in Dhamar and Lahej City markets while it was available in rural markets of the same governorates. 

Monthly average prices were unchanged compared to the previous month in Hadramout and Abyan. Retail prices differences ranged between 343 YR/KG in Hodeidah 
and equally 600 YR/KG in Lahej and Abyan. The average price of Millet showed significant increased trends by 19.1% in Al Baidha, followed by 9.6% in Sanaôa City 
and by 8.4% in Taiz. While it showed declined trends in Hodeidah and Ad-Dale by 10.4% and 10% respectively. Current prices in Dhamar showed the highest price 
increase by 200% followed by 174% in Shabwah and Hodeidah when compared with the pre-crises. 

 
 Maize: A part from Lahej, and compared with the previous month, Maize was available in January across the city markets of all targeted governorates. Average retail 

price and similar to Sorghum and Millet, showed decline in three of the governorates. The highest drop was recorded in Hodeidah by 12.3%, followed by 8.3% in Ad-
Dale and 6.1% in Aden. It increased by 12.1% in Al Baidha, followed by 11.1% in Shabwah. The highest retail prices were recorded in the main cities of Ad-Dale, 
Abyan, Hadramout and Al Baidha governorates and the lowest was recorded in Dhamar, Sanaôa City and Taiz. Current retail prices are still much higher by above 
254% in Hodeidah when compared to the pre-crises era. 

 
 Barley:  Governorates located in the Northern Agro-ecological Zone (mainly Hajjah, Saôadah, Al Mahweit, Amran. Sanaôa, and Parts of Dhamar, Raymah) are 

considered the main areas of cultivations and producer of Barley. There was limited availability of Barley in the markets of main cities of Hadramout, Lahej, Hodeidah, 
and Ad-Dale and in the rural markets of Hodeidah and Al Baidha, as it is not cultivated in those governorates. At the same time, prices remained the same as of 
December in Hadramout, and Lahej and decreased in three of the targeted governorates. The highest decrease was recorded in Ad-Dale (30%), followed by 17.2% in 
Hodeidah and by 11.5% in Ibb. Among the targeted governorates, Al Baidha recorded the highest retail price of by 608 YR /KG, followed by 600 YR / KG in Hodeidah 
which had 365% increase compared to the price at the time of pre-crises. 

 

 

Monthly Average Prices of locally Produced Cereals 
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 In general, quantity and seasonality of local production, time of sowing (demands for seeds), food preference, and transportation cost are the major factors that influence 
the availability as well as prices fluctuation of local products of cereals under both rural and city markets. Governorates of Hodeidah, Dhamar, Ibb, Hajjah, Mahweit and 
Sanaôa, are the main areas of local cereal production as well as supplier to other governorates across the country.   
 

 Availability and average prices of the local cereals varied significantly between cities and rural markets. Normally, the availability of the local cereals under the rural 
context to be in a better situation than the cities, accordingly, the prices are lower. Among those products, Barley was the scarce commodity as it is cultivated in limited 
scale and in certain areas that agro ecologically convenient (mainly in the highland areas). This explains, the factors associated with price differences between rural and 
city markets. 
 

 During January, compared to the rural market prices the prices of Sorghum in main city markets of the rest governorates were higher by 54% in Hodeidah, by 19% equally 
in Ibb and Shabwah, and by above 15% in Taiz and Al Baidha. Rural price of Dhamar had the highest price differences for Millet with the main city by 54.6%, followed by 
41.2% in Lahej, and by above 25% in Shabwah and Hodeidah.  

 The consumption preference created the high demands for Millet and Barley in rural Hadramout, Taiz and Ibb, which caused its rural retail price to be higher by 23% and 
26% compared to prices in the main city.  Maize in Al Baidha and Hajjah recorded the high price difference in the rural area by 28.7% and 26.7% respectively. Among all 
cereals products, Barley recorded the highest retail price by 650 YR /KG in Hodeidah, followed by 625 YR / KG for Sorghum in Abyan, while Hodeidah recorded the 
lowest retail price by 245 YR / KG.  

 

Table 5: Percentage differences in prices of locally produced cereals in Main city markets and rural markets in January 2019 

Commodities Markets 
Governorates 

Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Ibb Al Baidha Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 
Sorghum Main city 377 338 278 433 500 500 421 550 513 500 600 

Rural 245 302.0 258 479 458 433 355 473 431 NA 625 

Difference 54% 12% 8% -10% 9% 15% 19% 16% 19% NA -4% 

Millet Main city 343 350 600 433 600 400 442 573 548 450 600 

Rural 273 291 388 500 425 521 600 506 431 NA 600 

Difference 25.6% 20.3% 54.6% -13.4% 41.2% -23.2% -26.3% 13.2% 27.1% NA 0.0% 

Maize Main city 450 475 357 500 NA 400 413 619 450 550 519 

Rural 450 375 323 NA 572 398 378 481 463 NA 608 

Difference 0.0% 26.7% 10.5% NA NA 0.5% 9.3% 28.7% -2.8% NA -14.6% 

Barley Main city 600 383 350 350 500 354 417 608 NA 350 NA 

Rural 650 300 375 400 500 475 343 565 500 400 NA 

Difference -7.7% 27.7% -6.7% -12.5% 0.0% -25.5% 21.6% 7.6% NA -12.5% NA 

 

 

 

 

 

 Onion: During January, the monthly average price of Onion unchanged and remained the same as December in Hadramout and Abyan. It continued to show 
declining trends in almost all other targeted governorates. Highest price drop registered in Lahej by 40%, followed by 30% in Ad-Dale, and by above 20% in Taiz and 
Shabwah. It increased slightly only in Dhamar and Sanaôa City by 5.8% and 3.2 respectively. Highest retail price recorded in Abyan at 400 YR/Kg, while Lahej 
receded the lowest by 225 YR/KG. However, it is expected for the extra supply from local production in the coming period that would result in more price decline.   

 
 Tomatoes: In January and across the targeted governorates, the monthly average price of Tomatoes sharply increased. Highest increase by above 80% reported in 

Hadramout and Aden. Similarly, it increased by 75% in Lahej and by above 30% in Abyan, Shabwah and Ibb compared to the previous month. Average retail price of 
tomatoes in January ranged between 350 YR/KG in Lahej and 558 YR/KG in Taiz. Onion is highly demanded product, on daily basis, that has caused this high price 
fluctuation.  

 

 Potatoes: Monthly average price followed the same trend of other vegetable products. Apart from Sanaôa City and Hodeidah where the price slightly went down, all 
other monitored governorates prices went up in January 2019 compared to December 2018 prices. Dhamar had the highest increase by nearly 26%, followed by 
15.5% in Lahej, and equally by 13% in Abyan and Hajjah. Shabwah had the highest price of 400 YR/Kg while the lowest retail price was recorded in Lahej by 275 
YR/KG compared to December 2018.  

 

VEGETABLES 

 

Comparison of locally produced cereals prices in Main city and rural markets in January 2019 
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Table 6: Main cities average Retail Prices of vegetables (YR/Kg)  in January 2019   and the % change compared to the previous month 

Items Month Sanaa Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Aden Ibb Al Baidha Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

Onion 

Januaru019 258 277 313 257 271 225 292 281 233 317 275 350 400 

Deceber018 3.2% -16.8% -9.5% 5.8% 0.0% -40.0% -25.5% -15.1% -8.3% -18.3% -21.4% -30.0% 0.0% 

Tomato 

Januaru019 483 447 425 506 525 350 558 490 458 471 500 550 446 

Deceber018 26.1% 10.6% 1.0% 33.9% 85.5% 75.0% 30.7% 84.9% 30.9% 24.6% 37.7% 29.4% 48.7% 

Potato 

Januaru019 296 314 363 360 354 275 369 352 329 342 400 388 396 

Deceber018 -1.3% -4.3% 13.1% 25.9% 8.9% 15.5% 7.9% 12.5% 16.3% 4.9% 3.1% -3.0% 13.1% 

Pepper 

Januaru019 333 333 492 438 925 575 1054 681 546 700 738 525 1350 

Deceber018 - 40.3% -16.5% -11.8% -14.6% 13.2% -28.1% 2.8% -4.8% -10.2% -2.5% -7.8% 5.0% 1.9% 

Chilly 

Januaru019 825 695 958 779 1208 1075 1542 1129 708 1267 1500 950 1671 

Deceber018 13.8% -4.0% 27.7% 6.3% 72.6% 72.0% -39.6% 29.6% -3.4% 44.3% -7.7% 22.6% 39.3% 

Okra 

Januaru019 783 438 517 654 1117 550 1042 754 575 844 963 563 892 

Deceber018 11.9% -15% 10% 9% 56% 38% 4% -12% 6% 4% 17% 13% 7% 

 
 

 Green Pepper: The monthly average price of pepper and compared to the previous month decreased in most of the targeted governorates. The highest decrease was 
recorded in Sanaôa City by 40.3%, 28.1% in Lahej followed by 16.5% in Hodeidah. Hadramout, had the highest price increase by 13.2%, followed by 5% in Ad-Dale. Retail 
price ranged from 333 YR/KG in both Hodeidah and Sanaôa City to 1350 YR/KG in Abyan  

 
 Chilly: Retail price of Chilly in Abyan reported in January as the highest price among all other targeted governorates with price of 1671 YR , followed by 1542/KG in Taiz 

,1500 YR/Kg in Shabwah and by 1267 YR in Al Baidha. The average price in January declined in three of the targeted governorates. It exceeded 70% increase in Lahej, 
and Hadramout, 39.3% in Abyan 29.6% in Aden. 

  
  Okra: This product was added among monitored vegetables from July 2018 due to its importance as a cash and nutritious crop. Its retail price considered higher in the 

main cities compared to the rural, due to its high demanded and consumption by the restaurants. Retail Price ranged from 1117 YR\ KG in Hadramout to 438 YR\KG in 
Hodeidah. In January, and compared to the previous month, the average price of Okra significantly decreased in Hodeidah and Aden by 15% and 12% respectively.  At the 
same time, it sharply increased by above 50% in Hadramout, 38% in Lahej and by above 10% in Shabwah, Ad-Dale and Sanaôa City. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Similar to other locally produced cereals, the locally produced vegetables were positively affected by the latest price adjustment and reduction in fuel and improved YR 
value against the USD. Generally, consumption rate, demands, and seasonality are among the main factors controlling the vegetable price differences between the main 
city and rural markets. Rural areas produce and supply the city markets. Onion, Tomatoes and Potatoes are the most demanded as well as consumed vegetables on daily 
basis, both in rural and in cities.  
 
Usually, producers from different districts and governorates trade their harvested yields to the capital cities within the same governorate and sometimes between 
governorates to catch up the good prices that cover the production costs. Because of consistent supply from different part of the country meeting the demand, the price of 
vegetables in the main cities market remain relatively stable. This is one of the reasons that the vegetable prices such as tomatoes, onions and potatoes are cheaper in the 
cities than rural markets.  
 
Okra retail price considered higher in the main cities of Taiz, Sanaôa City, Hajjah, Dhamar and Abyan compared to the rural, as it is demanded and consumed at 
restaurants in large scale. Similarly, and due to higher demand of Pepper and Chilly in main cities by restaurants, residents, etc., the prices are much higher than rural 
markets in most of governorates. Rural prices in Taiz for all vegetable products were lower than the city market prices and the same for Okra in Hodeidah, Hajjah, Dhamar, 
Hadramout and Shabwah. Compared to the previous month, there was no price differences between main city and rural markets in Dhamar for Onion.   
 
 
 

Comparison of locally produced Vegetable prices in Main city and Rural markets in January 2019 
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Table 7: Percentage differences in prices of locally produced vegetables in Main city markets and rural markets in January 2019 

Commodities Markets Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Ibb Al Baidha Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 
Onion Main City 277 313 257 271 225 292 233 317 275 350 400 

Rural 275 342 258 300 311 264 252 279 350 388 479 

Differences 1% -8% 0% -10% -28% 11% -8% 14% -21% -10% -16% 

Tomato Main City 447 425 506 525 350 558 458 471 500 550 446 

Rural 419 471 467 529 522 477 446 454 488 575 508 

Differences 7% -10% 8% -1% -33% 17% 3% 4% 2% -4% -12% 

Potato Main City 314 363 360 354 275 369 329 342 400 388 396 

Rural 347 408 354 392 361 331 313 351 419 400 442 

Differences -10% -11% 2% -10% -24% 11% 5% -3% -5% -3% -10% 

Pepper Main City 333 492 438 925 575 1054 546 700 738 525 1350 

Rural 363 471 388 883 1350 618 488 640 700 550 1513 

Differences -8% 4% 13% 5% -57% 71% 12% 9% 5% -5% -11% 

Chilly Main City 695 958 779 1208 1075 1542 708 1267 1500 950 1671 

Rural 722 800 738 1067 1789 1521 767 1026 875 1000 1692 

Differences -4% 20% 6% 13% -40% 1% -8% 23% 71% -5% -1% 

Okra Main City 438 517 654 1117 550 1042 575 844 963 563 892 

Rural 291 429 571 921 1000 625 675 879 900 575 1017 

Differences 51% 21% 15% 21% -45% 67% -15% -4% 7% -2% -12% 

 

 

 
 Sheep - 6 months old:  In January 2019, the monthly average prices of live animals for this category of sheep and compared to the previous month (December 2018), 

remained unchanged only in Sanaôa City. It showed a sharp decrease in Hajjah by 21.83%, followed by nearly 14% in Lahej, and by 10.74% in Ibb. At the same time, 
price showed increasing trends by 15.11% in Aden, by 3.50 in Al Baidha and by less than 2% in Hadramout and Ad-Dale. The highest retail price per 6-month-old 
sheep reached 62917 YR in Hadramout, followed by 62000 in Shabwah. While Hodeidah and Ad-Dale had the lowest retail price of 29250 YR and 30000 YR 
respectively.  

 
 Sheep ð 12 months old: The average prices followed the same price trend of 6-months old. Where the prices for this category of sheep remained unchanged in 
Sanaôa City only compared to December 2018. Due to more supply, the monthly average price in January, decreased in most of the governorates. Highest decrease 
recorded in Hajjah by 23.1%, followed by 11.8% in Lahej and by 10.2% in Taiz. It increased by 9.3% in Aden, 4.4% in Ad-Dale and by less than 2% in Shabwah. The 
highest retail price per single head for this category reached 85000 YR in Shabwah, followed by 75750 YR/Head in Al Baidha, and by 70833 YR/Head in Hadramout,. 
Whereas, Dhamar and Ad-Dale recorded the lowest retail price, which was 46875 YR and 47833 YR respectively.   

 

 Goat - 6 months old: The average prices in January followed the same price trends of sheep. Where the prices were unchanged in Sanaôa City and Abyan, compared 
to December 2018. Monthly, average went down sharply in Hajjah and Shabwah by 21.2% and nearly 12% respectively. It increased by 9.5% in Aden and by 2% in 
Lahej .The highest retail price per single head of 6-month Goat was 65000 YR/head in Sanaôa City, followed by 63000 YR/head in Hadramout, followed by 60000 YR in 
both Shabwah and Abyan. Hodeidah and Ad-Dale had the lowest retail price per head, which was 31750 YR and 30000 YR respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE ANIMAL MARKETS 
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Table 8: Average price of live animals (YR/Head) in main city markets in January 2019  and % change from previous month 

Animal type 
and ages 

Months 

GOVERNORATES 

Sanaa 
city 

Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Aden Ibb 
Al 

Baidha 
Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

Sheep/6 
month 

Januaru019 
45000 

29250 33875 36000 62917 32750 34208 47125 30125 41917 62000 30000 50000 

Deceber018 0.00% -5.26% -21.83% -3.68% 1.34% -13.91% -4.76% 15.11% -10.74% 3.50% -7.29% 1.69% -2.44% 

Sheep 12 
months 

Januaru019 60000 45250 47750 46875 70833 54250 46458 65125 55000 75750 85000 47833 60000 

Deceber018 0.0% -4.7% -23.1% -1.6% -0.8% -11.8% -10.2% 9.3% -6.5% 4.4% 1.8% 3.4% -6.3% 

Goat /6 
month 

Januaru019 65000 31750 32250 36875 63750 38000 41083 53250 32750 39667 60000 30000 60000 

Deceber018 0.0% -3.8% -21.2% -0.3% -1.0% 2.0% 0.4% 9.5% -5.1% -7.7% -11.9% -1.6% 0.0% 

Goat/12mon
ths 

Januaru019 77500 50250 45000 48000 72417 66000 61250 73250 65000 68333 80000 50000 75000 

Deceber018 0.0% -10.4% -25.7% 0.3% 0.0% 1.8% -4.7% 11.7% 1.6% 4.7% 5.3% -2.4% -1.6% 

Chicken 
(live) 

Januaru019 2000 1625 2550 1971 1256 1400 2700 1858 1933 1914 1975 2200 2000 

Deceber018 0.0% 1.1% 27.5% 14.5% -1.0% 0.0% 10.6% 1.4% 10.5% 13.5% 11.3% 6.0% 0.0% 

 Goat ð 12 months old: Compared to December 2018, the monthly average price of 12-month old goat in January was unchanged in Sanaôa City and Hadramout. Hajjah 
recorded the highest price decrease by 25.7%, followed by 10.4% in Hodeidah, and by 4.7% in Taiz. The highest price increase was recorded in Aden by 11.7% and by 
5.3% in Shabwah. Retail price of single head of 12-months old Goat reached 80000 in Shabwah, followed by 77500 YR /head in Sanaôa City, followed by 75000 YR/Head in 
Abyan. Hajjah registered the lowest price - 45000 YR /head. 
 

 Live chicken: Compared to December 2018, the average price of Live Chicken in January unchanged in Sanaôa City Lahej and Abyan. The monthly average prices of live 
chicken continued to sharply increase in most of the governorates. Highest increase recorded in Hajjah by 27.5%, followed by 13.5% in Al Baidha, 11.3% in Shabwah and 
by 10.6% in Taiz compared to December 2018. Highest retail price of Live Chicken was recorded in Taiz at 2700 YR followed by 2550 in Hajjah and by 2000 YR equally in 
Sanaôa City, and Abyan. Hadramout recorded the lowest retail price of Live Chicken by 1256 YR/head as it is not highly demanded among the people like other 
governorates. However, despite the latest improvement in YR value, the price of live chicken as well as eggs was not affected. That was associated with the less supply as 
a result to closure of some poultry farms and the spread of birds flu in the first quarter of 2018 that stopped broiler chickens imports. 

 
 
 

 
Farm Gate Price (Rural Prices):  Generally, it should be mentioned here that, the farm gate prices should be lower than the city market prices. In most cases, it is 
difficult to know the farm gate price (breeder/producer price), and therefore the rural market prices (the nearest market to the farms) is taken as the alternative. The 
livestock rural market differed from the main city markets as it is conducted on weekly basis. In the rural areas, the buyers prefer to buy the live animals that are 
purely local (original breed in the same area/district), unlike the main city market, the live animals are mixed and coming from different districts.  
 
In January 2019, monthly governorates monitoring data showed that, under the rural context of almost all the targeted governorates, farm gate price was clearly 
reflected by rural prices for all categories of 6-and 12 months old Sheep and Goats. As a result, and compared to the city markets, price differences for 6-months 
sheep category reached 40% in Hadramout, 29% in Taiz, and equally by 11% in Ad-Dale and Abyan .The situation in both Hodeidah and Hajjah , and due to the 
ground fighting , the livestock markets moved from the main cities to the rural areas . This in fact explains the higher rural prices than the cities  
 
For live chicken, in general, and due to the supply and demands principles, main cities are supplied more compared to the rural areas and prices are considerably 
lower in main cities compared to rural markets. In January, live chicken was continued unavailability in rural market of Hadramout (Al Mukalla) as it is not highly 
demanded and preferable for consumption. Similarly, the high demands in the rural of Hodeidah, Lahej, Hajjah and Abyan caused the price sharp decline.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Comparison of live animal prices in Main city markets and rural markets in January 2019 
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Table 9: Percentage differences in prices of live animals in Main city and rural markets in January 2019 

Type of animal 
and age 

Market 

Governorates 

Sanaa 
city 

Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Aden Ibb 
Al 

Baidha 
Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

Sheep/6 month 

Main City 45000 
29250 33875 36000 62917 32750 34208 47125 30125 41917 62000 30000 50000 

Rural 
  31938 39917 31292 45075 29889 26615   30167 39083 67500 27000 45000 

Differences 
 -8% -15% 15% 40% 10% 29%  0% 7% -8% 11% 11% 

Sheep 12 
months 

Main City 
60000 45250 47750 46875 70833 54250 46458 65125 55000 75750 85000 47833 60000 

Rural 
  48875 60000 42208 53000 49500 48083   53583 62083 78125 45000 53333 

Differences 
 -7% -20% 11% 34% 10% -3%  3% 22% 9% 6% 13% 

Goat /6 month 

Main City 
65000 31750 32250 36875 63750 38000 41083 53250 32750 39667 60000 30000 60000 

Rural 
  36250 38333 31167 53875 34611 30385   31000 38833 71875 28000 55000 

Differences 
 -12% -16% 18% 18% 10% 35%  6% 2% -17% 7% 9% 

Goat/12months 

Main City 
77500 50250 45000 48000 72417 98000 61250 73250 65000 68333 80000 50000 75000 

Rural 
  56375 55667 38525 53250 54222 55896   57375 61361 82500 48000 61667 

Differences 
 -11% -19% 25% 36% 81% 10%  13% 11% -3% 4% 22% 

Chicken (live) 

Main City 
2000 1625 2550 1971 1256 1400 2700 1858 1933 1914 1975 2200 2000 

Rural 
  2088 2725 1906 0 1567 2194   1983 1781 2463 2200 2392 

Differences 
 -22% -6% 3% NA -11% 10%  -3% 7% -20% 0% -16% 

 

 

*the price of beef in Sanaôa City is the average prices from the imported and local cowsô meat  

× Beef: Compared to December 2018, the average retail prices of one Kg of Beef in January unchanged in Hajjah Lahej Taiz and Ad-Dale. A part from Aden and 
Ibb, where price increased by less than 2%, retail price went down in all other governorates. Highest decrease was recorded in Al Baidha by 11.1%, followed by 
9.3% in Sanaôa City and by 8.3% in Dhamar. The highest retail price was recorded in Hadramout of 5125 YR / KG and the lowest was recorded equally by 3500 
YR / KG in Ad-Dale and Taiz.  

× Mutton: The average prices of Mutton in January almost followed the same trend as Beef. The prices were unchanged in Dhamar, Hadramout Lahej and Taiz, 
increased by 15.2% in Abyan, nearly 6% in Ad-Dale and by nearly 4% in Ibb. Sanaôa City recorded the highest price decrease by 9.2% followed by 5% in Al 
Baidha. Retail price of 6000 YR/ KG in Abyan was the highest followed by Shabwah  at 5675 YR/KG, Hadramout at 5667 YR/KG .The lowest price (4083 
YR/KG) was reported in Hajjah markets. 

Table 10: Average price of animal products in main city markets in   January 2019  and % change from previous month 

Commodities Month Sanaõa 
City 

Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Aden Ibb Al Baidha Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

Beef * January 019 4458 4667 4000 4125 5125 5000 3500 4875 3854 4000 4125 3500 4500 

December 018 -9.3% -3.4% 0.0% -8.3% -0.8% 0.0% 0.0% 1.3% 1.6% -11.1% -1.5% 0.0% -2.7% 

Mutton January 019 4542 4917 4083 4500 5667 5000 4542 5146 4417 4750 5675 4500 6000 

December 018 -9.2% -1.7% -2.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.2% 3.9% -5.0% 3.2% 5.9% 15.2% 

Local Cowõs 
milk 

January 019 350 473 518 625 454 400 491 478 525 590 650 500 538 

December 018 0.0% 3.1% -3.7% 0.0% 1.3% 34.2% -6% 6.5% 0.4% -6.3% -6.5% 0.0% -2.2% 

 
Chicken meat 

January 019 1775 1621 1279 1363 1154 1104 2583 1550 2108 2311 1275 2400 2000 

December 018 -6.6% 1.1% 0.0% -4.4% -2.3% -8.0% 1.5% -17.9% 14.4% 13.7% 3.0% 0.0% 2.6% 

Egg (30 eggs 
pack) 

January 019 1658 1663 1700 1796 1708 1675 1792 1733 1596 1682 1700 1850 1683 

December 018 13.0% 12.0% 9.1% 11.7% 4.6% 0.0% -2.5% 10.0% 1.3% 5.9% 4.6% 8.8% -1.5% 

Yoghurt 
January 019 250 247 253 263 248 300 292 242 243 273 354 325 300 

December 018 1% 2% -1% 0% -8% 20% 0% 13% -6% 1% 3% 0% 6% 

ANIMAL PRODUCTS 
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× Local Cowõs Milk: In January, the average retail price of the packed Cowô Milk remained unchanged in three monitored Main city markets in Sanaôa City, 
Dhamar, and Ad-Dale, while it decreased in the remaining governorates. Shabwah, Al Baidha, Taiz, Hajjah, and Abyan markets had the highest price decrease 
of 6.5%, 6.3% 6% and 3.7% respectively. 

× Chicken Meat: Compared to the previous month, Chicken Meat prices followed the same trend as Beef and Mutton in January. It remained unchanged in Hajjah 
and Ad-Dale, sharply increased by 14.4% in Ibb, 13.7% in Al Baidha and by 3% in Shabwah. It decreased sharply in the city of Den by nearly 18% and by 8% in 
Lahej markets.  of Hajjah, Lahej and Shabwah by 19.9%, 18.6% and 16.1% respectively.  

× Yoghurt: Compared to the previous month, price unchanged in January in Dhamar, Taiz and Ad-Dale. A part from Hadramout and Hajjah, the monthly average 
price increased across the rest governorates. Highest increase reported from Lahej by 20%, followed by Aden by 13% and Shabwah by 3%.  

× Eggs: Compared to the previous month, price in January showed increased trends almost in all targeted governorates. Sanaôa City and Hodeidah recorded the 
highest price increase by 13% and 12% respectively. Highest retail price at 1850 YR / 30 eggs pack in Ad-Dale and the lowest was reported at 1596 YR/ 30 
eggs pack in Ibb. 

 
 
 

In Ad-Dale, and due to the closure of the monitored two rural and city markets to each other, there was no price differences for all products between the main cities and rural markets. 
Similarly, Mutton price in Hodeidah, Ibb, Al Baidha, Abyan and Shabwah and yoghurt in Ad-Dale. During January, the monthly average price showed that, Beef was the most preferred for 
consumption and demanded in the main cities rather than the rural areas of Hodeidah, Dhamar, Hadramout, Al Baidha and Abyan. Conversely, and compared to Beef, Mutton was the 
most preferred in rural areas in most of the targeted governorates markets.  Price of eggs depended on the distance of the poultry farms from the main markets. Because of more supply of 
eggs and chicken meat to the main city markets, the price is lower in the cities compared to the rural. Similarly, the high demands for Yoghurt in the rural areas of most of the 
governorates; it showed the highest price differences compared to Main cities. Overall, the long distance between the supply sources and consumers, people preference, purchasing 
power and availability play important roles in influencing the prices across the governorates.  
 

Table 11: Percentage differences in prices of animal products in Main city markets and rural markets in January 2019 

Commodity Markets Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Ibb Al Baidha Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

Beef  

Main City 4667 
4000 4125 5125 5000 3500 3854 4000 4125 3500 4500 

Rural 4083 4417 4188 5000 5000 4125 4417 3708 4500 3500 4000 

Differences 14.3% -9.4% -1.5% 2.5% 0.0% -15.2% -12.7% 7.9% -8.3% 0.0% 12.5% 

Mutton 

Main City 4917 4083 4500 5667 5000 4542 4417 4750 5675 4500 6000 

Rural 5000 5167 4175 6000 4750 4744 4417 4750 5675 4500 6000 

Differences -1.7% -21.0% 7.8% -5.6% 5.3% -4.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Local Cowõs milk 

Main City 473 518 625 454 400 491 525 590 650 500 538 

Rural 509 591 560 584 400 495 480 557 563 500 650 

Differences -7.1% -12.4% 11.6% -22.3% 0.0% -0.8% 9.4% 5.9% 15.5% 0.0% -17.2% 

Chicken meat 

Main City 1621 1279 1363 1154 1104 2583 2108 2311 1275 2400 2000 

Rural 1900 1400 1342 1371 1494 2329 2258 2025 1275 2400 2142 

Differences -14.7% -8.6% 1.6% -15.8% -26.1% 10.9% -6.6% 14.1% 0.0% 0.0% -6.6% 

Egg (30 eggs pack) 

Main City 1663 1700 1796 1708 1675 1792 1596 1682 1700 1850 1683 

Rural 1681 1738 1629 1700 1600 1722 1571 1607 1825 1850 1758 

Differences -1.1% -2.2% 10.3% 0.5% 4.7% 4.1% 1.6% 4.7% -6.8% 0.0% -4.3% 

Yoghurt 

Main City 247 253 263 248 300 292 243 273 354 325 300 

Rural 280 277 296 300 313 318 295 290 459 325 300 

Differences -12% -9% -11% -17% -4% -8% -18% -6% -23% 0% 0% 

Comparison of animal product prices in Main city markets and rural markets in January 2019 
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Table 12:  Average price of Basic Imported Food Commodities (YR/Kg), in Main city markets - January 2019   and % change  previous month and with  pre-crisis 

 Months Governorates 

Sanaõa 
City 

Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Aden Ibb Al Baidha Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

W
h

e
a

t 
G

ra
in

s 

January 019 
225 243 248 250 278 260 250 275 283 250 258 250 250 

December 018 1.4% 3.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.7% 0.0% 0.0% -7.1% -6.9% 1.2% -3.7% 0.0% 0.8% 

Pre-crises 73.1% 143.0% 222.1% 127.3% 131.7% NA NA 114.8% 88.7% 66.7% 158.0% 66.7% 95.3% 

W
h

e
a

t 
F

lo
u

r January 019 
278 250 278 300 286 285 346 283 304 269 268 325 298 

December 018 8.6% -5.7% 3.7% 2.4% 5.1% 1.8% 3.9% 2.9% 0.0% -5.3% -7.6% 8.3% 11.6% 

Pre-crises 113.8% 108.3% 178.0% 100.0% 104.3% NA 130.7% 100.7% 78.8% 58.2% 109.4% 91.2% 117.5% 

S
u

g
a

r 

January 019 
292 262 300 300 346 285 352 294 296 313 303 325 313 

December 018 2.5% -7.4% -0.7% 4.2% 3.9% 0.0% 0.0% 2.8% 2.8% 0.0% 1.7% -13.3% 4.3% 

Pre-crises 82.5% 37.9% 51.5% 76.5% 92.2% NA 120.0% 52.3% 38.3% 56.5% 71.2% 51.9% 46.3% 

B
a

s
m

a
ti
  
R

ic
e- January 019 

827 843 829 850 761 900 927 854 825 900 850 975 825 

December 018 0.6% 0.0% -5.3% 0.0% 1.5% -2.7% 6.9% 0.2% -9.1% -4.6% 2.0% -2.5% 3.1% 

Pre-crises NA NA NA NA NA NA 209.0% NA NA NA NA NA NA 

N
o

n
 -B

a
s
m

a
ti
 

R
ic

e 

January 019 
330 673 370 350 397 NA 388 544 354 350 393 450 285 

December 018 3.1% 19.3% -5.9% 0.0% 9.4% NA 7.8% 13.1% -12.4% -5.9% 6.2% 12.5% -1.7% 

Pre-crises 120.0% 124.3% 146.7% 133.3% 58.8% NA 94.0% 168.0% 77.0% 75.0% 180.7% 125.0% 40.4% 

Im
p

o
rt

e
d

 V
.o

il 

January 019 
961 855 821 836 635 900 1063 883 919 1519 788 1000 700 

December 018 0.5% -0.2% -0.5% 2.1% -5.2% 0.0% 9.0% -7.6% 6.1% -2.4% 8.7% -4.8% 0.0% 

Pre-crises NA NA NA NA NA NA 139.4% 153.7% 169.5% 219.8% 171.7% 193.3% 105.3% 

L
o

c
a

lly
 p

ro
c
e

s
s
e

d
 

V
.o

il 

January 019 
788 668 579 728 540 700 785 725 832 808 675 750 800 

December 018 -0.1% -0.7% 0.7% 0.8% -0.4% 0.0% 6.1% -3.1% -9.2% 1.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Pre-crises 142.5% 93.6% 49.2% 73.3% 116.0% NA 102.3% 108.3% 144.0% 70.1% 132.8% 119.9% 134.6% 

 
× Wheat Grains: In January and compared to December, the average monthly prices of imported wheat unchanged in Hajjah, Dhamar, Lahej, Taiz and Ad-Dale. Due to the latest marginal 

increase in exchange rate of YR against USD, average price witnessed a slight price increase across the most of the targeted governorates. The highest increase was recorded in 
Hadramout of 3.7%, followed by 3% in Hodeidah and by less than 2% in Sanaôa City and Al Baidha. The highest retail price was recorded in Ibb of 283 YR \KG followed by 278 YR \Kg in 
Hadramout. Nevertheless ,the current retail price still much higher when compared to the pre-crises era by 222% in Hajjah, 143% in Hodeidah and by above 120% in Hodeidah , Dhamar , 
Hadramout and Shabwah   

× Wheat flour: Average prices of imported wheat flour in January followed the same price trend of wheat grains. Average price unchanged and remained as of December 2018 only in Ibb. 
Highest increase recorded by 11.6% in Abyan, followed by 8.6% and 8.3% in Sanaôa City and Ad-Dale. At the same time, it decreased by 7.6% in Shabwah, and by above 5% in Hodeidah 
and Al Baidha .Compared to the pre-crises prices (Feb 2015), current prices of Wheat flour exceeded 170% increase in Hajjah, and 100% in Taiz, Hodeidah and Shabwah. 

× Basmati Rice: Similar to Wheat grains and Flour, Basmati Rice prices unchanged in January 2019 and remained as of December 2018 in Hodeidah and Dhamar. It witnessed a price 
decline in five governorates. Of which, Ibb governorate recorded the highest by 9.1%, followed by 5.3% in Hajjah and by 4.6% in Al Baidha .Taiz reported the highest increase by nearly 
7% and by 3.1 in Abyan. Compared to the pre-crises prices (Feb 2015), Basmati Rice exceeded 200% increase in Taiz market. 

× Non- Basmati Rice: A part from Lahej, Non-Basmati Rice was available across the rest of targeted governorates. Compared to December 2018, monthly average price unchanged and 
remained as of January 2019 only in Dhamar. It showed sharp decreased price trend in Ibb by 12.4% followed by nearly 6% equally in Hajjah and Al Baidha. Monitored markets in 
Hodeidah, Aden, ad-Dale and Taiz showed increased price trends by 19.3% 13.1%, 12.5% and 7.8% respectively. Highest retail price recorded in Hodeidah of 673 YR/KG.  

× Sugar: Monthly retail price of Sugar in January unchanged in Lahej. Taiz and al Baidha and remained as of December. Monthly retail price was followed the same price trends of other 
imported food commodities and went down sharply in ad-Dale by 13.3% , followed by the targeted governorates. Highest decrease was recorded equally by above 25% in Dhamar, Taiz, 
Aden and Al Baidha. It increased slightly between 2 and 4% in the rest governorates. 

× Imported Vegetable Cooking Oil: During January, and compared to December the average price of imported Vegetable oil followed the same price trend of the other imported key 
essentials food commodities. It remained stable in January in Lahej and Abyan and showed declined trends in other six governorates. Aden recorded the highest decrease by 7.6%, while 
monitored markets in Taiz reported the highest increase by 9%. The highest retail price per liter was recorded in Al Baidha at 1519 YR and the lowest retail price of 635 YR in Hadramout.  

× The locally processed cooking oil: At the time of reporting (January 2019), monthly average retail price in Lahej, Shabwah, Ad-Dale and Abyan was unchanged and remained the same 
as of December. The average price went down by 9.2% in Ibb, while Taiz reported the highest increase by 6.1% compared to the previous month (December 2018). Retail prices ranged 
between 832 YR \ Lt in Ibb and 540 5YR/Lt in Hadramout 

 
 

IMPORTED FOOD COMMODITIES 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

MONTHLY MARKET MONITORING BULLETIN 
Issue Number: 42                                                                                                                                                    January: 2019 

FAO-EFRLP and MOPIC -FSTS Market Bulletin- January, 2019, Issue No. 42                                Page 
14 

 
 

Food Security Technical Secretariat   

Ministry of Planning 

& International Cooperation 

 
 
 

During the reporting month, the rural prices for wheat grains in Abyan, Taiz and Hajjah were reported higher than the main city prices of the same governorates 
by 11.7%, 9.7% and by less than 1% respectively. Similarly, Wheat flour, Basmati Rice, and locally processed Cooking Oil were followed the same trend of 
Wheat grains in Hajjah and Abyan. Monitored rural markets in Hodeidah reported higher prices than the City markets for Sugar and Basmati rice between 3 and 
6% respectively. Non-Basmati Rice was unavailable in the capital city of Lahej and available in the rural areas at 467 YR/KG equally with rural Hajjah, while 
rural Hodeidah registered the highest retail price of 524 YR / KG compared to other governorates. In January, Sugar retail prices in Hajjah, Ibb and Ad-Dale was 
stable and no price differences were reported between the rural main Cities prices compared to December 2018.  
In principle, the retail prices of imported key commodities under the rural context should be higher than the City markets. However, transportation cost, 
distances between Seaports, City Centers and Districts, exchange rate and existed demands contributed to the price fluctuations of such products. Two major 
factors: local production and humanitarian assistance would have improved the supply and availability of food commodities in the market in addition to the 
commercial supply. Normally, the prices of imported commodities in the main cities market that are closer to the seaports are expected to have lower prices 
than those in the rural and remote areas. This explained the higher price of Sugar in the Cities of Hodeidah and Lahej compared to rural. 

 

Table 13:  Percentage differences in prices of Imported commodities in Main city markets and rural markets in January 2019 

Commodities Markets 

Governorates 

Hodeida Hajjah Dhamar Hadramout Lahej Taiz Ibb 
Al 

Baidha 
Shabwa Ad-Dale Abyan 

W
h
e

a
t 
G

ra
in

s 

Main city 
243 248 250 278 260 250 283 250 258 250 250 

Rural 214 250 248 244 252 277 238 246 246 250 283 

Differences 13.6% -0.8% 0.8% 13.9% 3.2% -9.7% 18.9% 1.6% 4.9% 0.0% -11.7% 

W
h
e

a
t 
F

lo
u

r 

Main city 
250 278 300 286 285 346 304 269 268 325 298 

Rural 250 300 300 257 282 323 272 292 251 338 313 

Differences 0.0% -7.3% 0.0% 11.3% 1.1% 7.1% 11.8% -7.9% 6.8% -3.8% -4.8% 

S
u
g

a
r 

Main city 
262 300 300 346 285 352 296 313 303 325 313 

Rural 271 300 307 322 317 337 296 304 254 325 313 

Differences -3.3% 0.0% -2.3% 7.5% -10.1% 4.5% 0.0% 3.0% 19.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

B
a
s
m

a
ti
  
R

ic
e 

Main city 
843 829 850 761 900 927 825 900 850 975 825 

Rural 900 871 879 727 817 835 892 865 723 1000 900 

Differences -6.3% -4.8% -3.3% 4.7% 10.2% 11.0% -7.5% 4.0% 17.6% -2.5% -8.3% 

N
o
n

 -B
a
s
m

a
ti
 

R
ic

e 

Main city 
673 370 350 397 NA 388 354 350 393 450 285 

Rural 524 467 329 409 467 375 404 358 325 450 300 

Differences 28.4% -20.8% 6.4% -2.9% NA 3.5% -12.4% -2.2% 20.9% 0.0% -5.0% 

Im
p

o
rt

e
d

 V
.o

il 

Main city 
855 821 836 635 900 1063 919 1519 788 1000 700 

Rural 675 846 842 558 696 694 905 1104 681 1000 754 

Differences 26.7% -3.0% -0.7% 13.8% 29.3% 53.2% 1.5% 37.6% 15.7% 0.0% -7.2% 

L
o
ca

lly
 

p
ro

c
e
s
s
e
d

 

V
.o

il 

Main city 
668 579 728 540 700 785 832 808 675 750 800 

Rural 573 667 723 560 422 609 758 755 450 750 850 

Differences 16.6% -13.2% 0.7% -3.6% 65.9% 28.9% 9.8% 7.0% 50.0% 0.0% -5.9% 

 

Comparison of imported commodities prices in Main city and rural markets in January 2019 
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Table 14 : Average price of common fish types (YR/Kg) Main city 
markets in  January 2019  and the % change with the previous month 

Governorates % change Common Fish Types 

Thamad Sakhla Bagha Jahsh 

Sanaõa city 
January 019 2667 3050 850 2183 

December 018 -14.0% -15.9% -12.8% -6.4% 

Hodeida 
January 019 2575 3586 1085 2110 

December 018 2.5% 11.7% 10.9% 18.7% 

Hajjah 
January 019 NA 4313 800 2875 

December 018 NA -9.2% 0.0% -4.2% 

Dhamar 
January 019 2950 NA 1000 2492 

December 018 NA NA -7.7% 6.2% 

Hadramout 
January 019 1867 5625 767 2013 

December 018 8.2% 8.4% 27.0% -3.0% 

Lahej 
January 019 3083 NA 1100 1600 

December 018 3% NA -26.7% -20.0% 

Taiz 
January 019 3671 5000 NA 3594 

December 018 -13% 2.6% NA -10.2% 

Aden 
 

January 019 2985 5750 1238 2908 

December 018 28% 10% 2% 13% 

Ibb  
 

January 019 3521 3708 NA 3896 

December 018 -2% -1% NA 14% 

Al Baidha  January 019 2158 3411 625 2108 

December 018 4.9% 10.6% 2.8% 6.7% 

Shabwa  
 

January 019 2563 2563 1033 2500 

December 018 -10.9% -6.8% -23.5% -6.3% 

Ad-Dale  
 

January 019 2125 NA NA 3000 

December 018 6.3% NA NA NA 

Abyan January 019 2708 3938 609 3583 

December 018 10.2% 1.6% 5.9% 10.2% 

NA= Not Available 

 
At the time of reporting , and due to the continued official price adjustment for fuel (Petrol and 
Diesel), overall price for almost all monitored fish types showed prices decline trend in Sanaô a 
City, Hajjah , Lahej , Ibb , Taiz and Shabwah while seasonal changes and demands made it 
went up sharply in Aden, Hodeidah , Al Baidha and Abyan 
 
Thamad: In January, the limited supply of Thamad in the Red Sea made its availability limited 
to Hodeidah rather than Hajjah. This type of monitored fish was available in all other 
monitored markets. Average retail price in January increased by 28% in Aden 10.2% in 
Abyan, and by 8.2% in Hadramout. It sharply decreased by 14% in Sanaôa City, 13% in Taiz 
and nearly 11% in Shabwah. Compared to the other governorates; the highest retail price of 
Thamad was reported in Taiz by 3671 YR/KG and the lowest was reported in Hadramout by 
1867 YR/KG.  
  
Sakhla: This type of fish is considered the most expensive among all monitored types across 
all the targeted governorates that made its scarcity continued in Lahej and Ad-Dale 
Governorate markets for several months in a row. During January, monthly average prices of 
this type of monitored fish followed the same price trends in the previous month. It decreased 
sharply in Sanaôa City by nearly 16%, followed by Hajjah by 9.2% and by 6.8% in Shabwah. 
Monitored markets in Al Baidha registered the highest increase in the retail price by 10.6%, 
followed by Aden by 10% and by 8.4% in Hadramout. Highest retail price reached 5750 YR / 
KG in Aden, followed by 5625 YR / KG in Hadramout and by 5000 YR / KG in Taiz. Whereas,  
in by 18.8% in Taiz, followed by 12.3% in Al Baidha, followed by 11.3% in Dhamar and by 
Shabwah had the lowest price of 2563 YR /KG.  
 
Bagha: This type of fish is considered the cheapest type among all monitored types across all 
the targeted governorates. In January, this type of monitored fish remained as stable in 
Hajjah, and continued its scarcity in Ibb, Taiz and Ad-Dale Governorates Markets compared 
to the previous month. As it is the cheapest, it is highly demanded by majority of customers, 
its retail price increased sharply by 27% in Hadramout, nearly 11% in Hodeidah and by nearly 
6% in Abyan. At the same time, it sharply decreased by 20% in Lahej, 10.2% in Taiz ,12.8% 
in Sanaôa City , and by 7.7% in Dhamar . Retail price ranged between 609 YR/Kg in Abyan to 
1238 YR/Kg in Aden.  
  
Jahsh:  This type of fish is considered the most preferable for consumption in the restaurants 
as a fried food. In Ad-Dale Governorate, Jahsh type of fish continued unavailability for the 
several months in a row. Compared to the previous month, the monthly average of this type 
Sharply increased by 18.7% in Hodeidah followed by 14% in Ibb, 13% in Aden and by 10.2% 
in Abyan. At the same time, it decreased sharply in Lahej by 20%, 10.2% in Taiz and equally 
by above 6% in Shabwah and Al Baidha. Among the targeted governorates, Ibb had the 
highest retail of 3896 YR/Kg followed by 3594 YR /Kg in Taiz; the lowest price of 1600 YR/Kg 
was recorded in Lahej.  
  
 

The Market Monitoring Bulletin is one of the regular products of the FSTS in partnership with FAO ï EFRLP-FSIS 
Programme funded by the European Union.  
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